THE   AARAB   BAGGAGE
is stored all their husbandry. At the woman's curtain stand the
few tent-cloth sacks of their poor baggage, el-gush: in these is
bestowed their corn and rice if they have any: certain lumps of
rock-salt, for they will eat nothing insipid; also the housewife's
thrift of wool and her spun yarn,-to be a good wool-wife is
honourable among Aarab women; and some fathoms perhaps of
new calico. There may be with the rest a root of er'n or tan wood,
the scarlet chips are steeped in water, and in two or three days,
between rahlas, they cure therein their goat-skins for girbies and
semilies,^ besides the leather for watering-buckets, watering-
troughs and other nomad gear. The poorest wife will have some
box, (commonly, a fairing from the town,) in which are laid up
her few household medicines, her comb and her mirror, mrguba,
her poor inherited ornaments, the ear-rings and nose-ring of
silver or even golden (from the former generations); and with
these any small things of her husband's, (no pockets are made in
their clothing,) which she has in her keeping. But if her good-
man be of substance, a sheykh of surra, for his bundle of reals and
her few precious things she has a locked coffer painted with ver-
milion from Medina, which in the rahla is trussed (also a mark
of sheykhly estate) upon her bearing-camel.-Like to this, I have
mused, might be that ark of things sacred to the public religion,
which was in the nomad life of B. Israel.
Commonly the housewife's key of her box is seen as a glittering
pendant, upon her veil backward; and hangs, with her thimble
and pincers, (to pluck the thorns out of their bare soles,) by a gay
scarlet lace, from the circlet of the head-band. Their clotted
dates, if they have any, are stived in heavy pokes of camel-hide,
that in the rdhla are seen fluttering upon the bearing-cattle with
long thongs of leather. This apparel of fringes and tassels is always
to the Semitic humour; of the like we read in Moses, and see
them in the antique Jewish sculptures. Of their old camel sack-
leather, moisty with the juice of the dates, they cut the best
sandals. The full-bellied sweating water-skins are laid, not to
fret at the ground, upon fresh sprays of broom or other green in
the desert; amongst all stands the great brazen pot, Jidda, tinned
within by the nomad smith, or by the artificer in their market
village. They boil in it their butter, (when they have any, to
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